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ACTION:  Proposed  rules. 

SUMMARY:  The  standard  vessel  num¬ 
bering  system  promulgated  in  parts 
173  and  174  has  been  effective  since 
July  1,  1973.  Since  that  time  several 
States  have  come  into  full  compliance 
with  these  regulations.  There  are, 
however,  several  sections  of  the  num¬ 
bering  regulations  that  have  not  been 
complied  with  by  most  of  the  States. 
An  examination  of  these  sections  indi¬ 
cates  that  although  beneficial  for  the 
sake  of  uniformity  they  do  not  en¬ 
hance  boating  safety.  The  Coast 
Guard  is  proposing  to  make  these  sec¬ 
tions  optional,  recognizing  that  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  the  administrative  de¬ 
tails  of  a  numbering  program  lies  with 
the  individual  State  governments. 

DATE:  Comments  must  be  received  on 
or  before  June  12,  1973. 

ADDRESSES:  Comments  should  be 
submitted  to  Commandant  (G-CMC/ 
81),  United  States  Coast  Guard,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.  20590.  Comments  will  be 
available  for  examination  at  the 
Marine  Safety  Council  (G-CMC/81), 
Room  8117,  Department  of  Transpor¬ 
tation,  Nassif  Building,  400  Seventh 
Street  SW.,  Washington,  D.C.  20590. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION 
CONTACT: 

Captain  George  K.  Greiner,  Marine 
Safety  Council  (G-CMC/81),  Room 
8117,  Department  of  Transportation, 
Nassif  Building,  400  Seventh  Street 
SW.,  Washington,  D.C.  20590,  202- 
426-1477. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION: 
Interested  persons  are  invited  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  this  proposed  rulemaking 
by  submitting  written  views,  data,  or 
arguments.  Written  comments  should 
include  the  docket  number  (CGD-77- 
117),  the  name  and  address  of  the  per¬ 
sons  submitting  the  comments,  and 
the  specific  section  of  the  proposal  to 
which  the  comment  is  addressed.  All 
comments  received  will  be  considered 
before  final  action  is  taken  on  this 
proposal.  No  hearing  is  contemplated, 
but  one  may  be  held  at  a  time  and 
place  set  out  in  a  later  notice  in  the 
Federal  Register,  if  requested  by  a 
person  or  organization  desiring  to 
comment  orally  at  a  public -hearing 
and  raising  a  genuine  issue. 

Drafting  Information 

The  principal  persons  involved  in 
the  drafting  of  this  proposal  are:  Lt. 


D.  R.  Gauthier,  Project  Manager, 
Office  of  Boating  Safety;  Lt.  R.  R. 
Meeks,  Project  Attorney,  Office  of 
Boating  Safety. 

Discussion  of  Proposed  Regulations 

In  the  early  part  of  1975.  a  review  of 
all  State  numbering  and  casualty  re¬ 
porting  systems  was  conducted  by  the 
Coast  Guard  and  each  State  was  pro¬ 
vided  with  a  list  of  those  sections  with 
which  the  State  did  not  comply.  At 
the  same  time,  conditional  approval  of 
the  state’s  system  was  granted  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  46  U.S.C.  1467.  At  that 
time  each  State  was  asked  to  correct 
any  remaining  deficiency  prior  to  July 
1,  1976.  Many  of  the  problems  which 
the  Coast  Guard  expected  in  pursuad- 
ing  the  States  to  comply  were  not  en¬ 
countered,  and  most  of  the  major  dis¬ 
crepancies  were  corrected.  Many 
States,  however,  still  did  net  comply 
with  certain  sections  of  the  regula¬ 
tions.  On  April  29,  1976  the  July  1, 
1976  deadline  lor  full  compliance  was 
withdrawn. 

The  Coast  Guard  continues  to  urge 
acceptance  of  the  standard  vessel 
numbering  system  by  all  States.  How¬ 
ever,  certain  numbering  and  reporting 
regulations  with  which  large  scale 
noncompliance  exists  are  such  that 
failure  to  comply  by  many  States  does 
not  adversely  affect  boating  safety. 
Further,  the  costs  of  forcing  compli¬ 
ance  upon  the  States  by  withdrawal  of 
approval  of  the  numbering  systems  in¬ 
volved  would  not  be  justified  by  the 
resulting  marginal  increase  in  uni¬ 
formity. 

The  following  requirements  for  an 
approved  State  numbering  system 
would  therefore  be  made  optional: 

1.  Section  173.31  Surrender  of  certi¬ 
ficate  of  number. 

2.  Section  173.33  Removal  of 
number. 

3.  Section  173.53  Immediate  notifi¬ 
cation  of  death  or  disappearance. 

4.  Paragraph  (c)  of  §  173.55  Report 
of  casualty  or  accident 

5.  Subparagraph  (a)(15)  of  §  174.19 
Contents  of  a  certificate  of  number. 

In  consideration  of  the  foregoing,  it 
is  proposed  to  amend  Part  174  of  33 
CFR  as  follows: 

1.  By  revising  §  174.13  to  read  as  fol¬ 
lows: 

§  174.13  Owner  or  operator  requirements. 

A  State  numbering  system  must  con¬ 
tain  the  requirements  applicable  to  an 
owner  or  a  person  operating  a  vessel 
that  are  prescribed  in  the  following 
sections  of  Part  173: 

(a)  Paragraph  (a)  of  §  173.15  Vessel 
number  required. 

(b)  Section  173.19  Other  numbers 
prohibited. 

(c)  Paragraph  (a)  of  §  173.21  Certi¬ 
ficate  of  number  required. 

(d)  Section  173.23  Inspection  of  cer¬ 
tificate. 


(e)  Section  173.25  Location  of  certi¬ 
ficate  of  number. 

(f)  Section  173.29  Notification  of  is¬ 
suing  authority. 

(g)  Section  173.71  Application  for 
certificate  of  number. 

(h)  Section  173.73  Duplicate  certifi¬ 
cate  of  number. 

(i)  Section  173.77  Validity  of  certifi¬ 
cate  of  number. 

2.  By  adding  a  new  §  174.14  to  read: 

§  174.14  State  numbering  system  optional 
sections. 

A  State  numbering  system  may  in 
addition,  contain  any  of  the  other  re¬ 
quirements  applicable  to  a  boat  owner 
or  operator  prescribed  in  Part  173. 

3.  By  striking  subparagraph 
174.19(a)(15)  and  adding  a  new  para¬ 
graph  174.19teJ  as  follows: 

§171.19  Contents  of  a  certificate  of 
number. 

•  •  •  *  * 

(e)  An  issuing  authority  may  print 
on  the  certificate  of  number  a  quota¬ 
tion  of  the  State  regulations  pertain¬ 
ing  to  change  of  ownership  or  address, 
documentation,  loss,  discovery  of 
vessel,  carriage  of  the  certificate  of 
number  on  board  when  the  vessel  is  in 
use.  rendering  aid  in  a  boat  accident, 
and  reporting  of  vessel  casualties  and 
accidents. 

4  By  revising  §  174.105  to  read  as  fol¬ 
lows: 

§  174.105  Owner  or  operator  casualty  re¬ 
porting  requirements. 

A  State  casualty  reporting  system 
must  contain  the  following  require¬ 
ments  of  Part  173  applicable  to  an 
owner  or  a  person  operating  a  vessel: 

(a)  Paragraphs  (a)  and  (b)  of  §  173.55 
Report  of  casualty  or  accident 

(h)  Section  173.57  Casualty  or  acci¬ 
dent  report. 

(c)  Section  173.59  Where  to  report 

5.  By  adding  a  new  §  174.106  to  read: 

§  174.106  State  casualty  reporting  system 
optional  sections. 

A  State  casualty  reporting  system 
may  in  addition,  contain  any  of  the 
other  requirements  applicable  to  a 
boat  owner  or  operator  prescribed  in 
Part  173. 

(Secs.  2,18,39,  Pub.  L.  92-75,  85  Stat.  213, 
220,  228  (46  U.S.C.  1451,  1467,  1488);  49  CFR 
1.46(n)(l).) 

Note.— The  Coast  Guard  has  determined 
that  this  document  dees  not  contain  a 
major  proposal  requiring  preparation  of  an 
Inflation  Impact  Statement  under  Execu¬ 
tive  Order  11821  and  OMB  Circular  A  107. 

O.  W.  Siler, 

Admiral,  U.S.  Coast  Guard 
Commandant 

April  7,  1978. 
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